2025 FREEDOM TO LEARN NATIONAL WEEK OF ACTION
#HandsOffOurHistory April 27-May 4, 2025

5 Ways to Show Up and Show Out for Black History!

1. Show up for Black History on May 3rd

Even if you live far from Washington, DC, you can still show up for
Black History and the Freedom to Learn on Saturday, May 3rd!
Download Freedom to Learn #HandsOffOurHistory posters or create
your own to bring along with your child(ren) or a friend to visit your
city’s Black History museum or your local library’s Black History
section. Take a selfie on location and post it with
#HandsOffOurHistory.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14N01XKNKS0a3sZuOll7T3QimtBEHrPII
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/african-american-museums-united-states/

2. Sign the Black History is American History Affirmation

e effort to erase Black lives. Without Black history,
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e important stories of resistance undertaken to defend
Ir democracy and the tools we need to resist today. Without
Black history, we forget how the civil rights movement created
opportunities for other marginalized communities to secure

equality and we limit our capacity to organize for justice now.
Racial inequality remains real; if we are not able to understand
it, tell its history, and honor those who have risked everything to
solve it, then we lose our capacity to carry the legacy, brilliance
and resilience of these freedom fighters in our lives and to
future generations. Democracy is a constant struggle, and the
erasure of our history prevents us from fighting to preserve it.

Freedom to Learn Network

3. Take the Uncovering Black History Challenge

1)

2)

3)

Identify locations in your community where Black history has
been erased, minimized, or largely forgotten. There is no
shortage of such spaces throughout the nation: from Black
neighborhoods bulldozed to make way for highway
construction in the name of urban renewal to locations where
enslavement, segregation, or racial violence played out upon
the bodies of Black people.

Create a 30-second short video about how that location
demonstrates why Black History is American History and
post on social media. (You can also gather with family, friends,
community members and post images of those gatherings.)
Use the hashtag #HandsOffOurHistory when you post on your
social media platform. Top 10 submissions to
info@freedomtolearn.net will receive an AAPF “| Take My
History Black” tote bag.



https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/black-history-is-american-history-affirmation/
mailto:info@freedomtolearn.net

4. Urge Young People to Sign up for a free, digital Books Unbanned
Library Card through our F2L partner Brooklyn Public Library to

access Black Studies, Black History, and Black Literature books in

defiance of the censorship of Black knowledge. Post that you did
using #HandsOffOurHistory.
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5. Write a Letter to the Editor of your local newspaper using this

Public # Library

digital tool and template developed with F2L partner EveryLibrary

to keep #HandsOffOur History resistance in the news cycle.

#HandsOffOurHistory
LETTERSTO THE EDITOR

We made it easy to submit
letters to the editor of your
local papers defending
Black History and Culture

Leaders and politicians take notice wheh people take
the time to speak up about important community issues
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https://www.bklynlibrary.org/books-unbanned/get-a-card
https://discover.bklynlibrary.org/?booklistfilter=true&search=adv%3A%28k%3A%28%22black+history%22%29+OR+k%3A%28%22african+american%22%29%29
https://discover.bklynlibrary.org/?booklist=729536&t=1745255063116
https://action.everylibrary.org/lteblackhistory

